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latter might sMp into a mentality of willing dependence on pub*
lie charity. This had to be combated as much as the self-
complacence of those who might feel they were acquiring reli-
gious merit through charitable gifts.
Referring to the attitude which the Government should
exercise with regard to the refugees in comparison with that
held by public charitable bodies, Gandhiji proceeded to explain
that it was true that people had gathered in the refugees' camps
for no fault of theirs. Their homes had been burnt and they
were without shelter; others had been robbed of ail their belong-
ings although their .cottages might still be standing, while a third
group had deserted their homes mainly from a feeling of
insecurity. It should be the object of the Government to deal
with each case on its merits and help the people to return home
with a feeling of security.
Before necessary conditions were created, it would not be
right for the authorities to stop rations unless the evacuees went
back home with their whole families. , If the evacuees were
expected to brave hardships and perhaps even death in order to
reinstate themselves in their homes, then there would be no
need of a state ; it would be a condition of enlightened anarchy
where every man would be able to protect himself by Jiis own
strength in the face of the greatest danger. But as things stood
today, much of the necessary work of social services had to be
conducted by Governmental organizations.
Adequate Protection Must be Given
Adequate protection had to be given and an atmosphere
created where the people might once more pursue their life's
work in peace. ,So long as the conditions were not forthcoming
arrangements for relief had to continue.
But the case of public charitable societies stood on an
entirely different footing. Gandhiji held it was wrong for any
man to live on public doles. Whilst the South African Satya-
graha was going on, large sums of money were donated to cover
the expenses of the Satyagrahis. The Tolstoy Farm near Lawley
in tlie Transvaal was established to accommodate the families
and dependents of Satyagrahis who worked to the best of their
ability*against their upkeep. Consequently, the Satyagraha